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The President in Paris

IF, AS IS being said, there
is a crisis in NATO, the issue
is not the Atlantic Alliance
itself, or any movement with-
in NATO to
surrender
Berlin, and
Germany, and
Europe. The

_basic issues
in NATO are
strategy and
command.
Can the Euro-
pean mem-
bers continue . . Lippmann
to rely for .
their defense upon the Amer-
jcan nuclear deterrent under
the command of the Ameri-
can President and an Ameri-
can general?

This gquestion can bhe ex-
plored bui.it cannot be set-
tled . by the NATO foreign
minigters at Oslo. Unless 1
am much mistaken, it will be
the central subject of the se-
rious discussions when Presi-

i dent Kennedy visits Presi-

- dent de Gautie.

THESE discussions will not
‘be easy, and it would be a
great pity if the Administra-
Ition built up any public ex-

ectatio\n, which would al-
fmost certainly be false, that
(there are going to be settle-
ments at Paris. The best that
anyone has a right to hope
‘for is that the two Presidents
fwill reach a preliminary un-
‘derstanding of each other,
'and can therefore lay the
foundations for those changes
in the strategy and structure
iof NATO which are neces-
‘sary. '

If T understand the prob-
lem after a number of careful
talks in Paris, it is the conse-
'quence of the change in the
" balance of power since the
. Soviet Union achieved nu-
clear parity. The NATO stra-
tegical doetrine - antedates
this . historic ~cthange. The
NATO. military establish-
mept, which -was founded un-
. dér-General Eisenhower and
' i$ now commanded by Gen-

, erdl Norstad, bas been re-
garded - as the “shield.” It
was to -hold the Red Army

| at..pay while the United
Statés wielded the decisive

+ wdapon, which was then our
" monopoly, the “sword” which
is’ the nuclear strategic wir
forcg!”

THIS STRATEGIC concep-

tion has been radically under- _has done befter than ifs pre- <°Copyright, 1961,

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/05/23 : CIA-RDP80M01009A000100040011-3

i » . ¢
fl.ed and Approved For Releas§'2013/’05/%3’ : CIA-RDP80M01009A000100040011-3

- -

e « By Walter*Lippmsin!

mined by the Soviet nuclear decessor, and that commiuni- !
missile forces. The most au- cation between the two gov-1
thoritative Eureopean view is ernments, both in Washing- !
that since the Soviet Union ton and in Paris, is, happily,l
is now capable of inflicting much more open. But iti;
prohibitive damage on the would be misleading to say !
United States, and absolute that the atmosphere is as |
damage on the small Euro- cordial as it needs to pe, or‘

pean countries, the automatic that trust and confidence be- |
collective  defense, which tween the two governments

have not in recent yéers been
NATO presupposes, cannot seriously impaired. ;

b.e counted upon. The French ~ Seen from ours*side, the
view, which is merely more reason for this has been, of
articulate than that of the course, the great disagree-
other Europeans, is that if ment ‘t‘;‘th General de G_atulle !
nuclear war begins, no na- over e military struc ure
tion will commit suicide if it of NATO and over the in-

dependent French  nuclesr

can escape it. An American ,
President cannot be,expected 'b‘omb. Seen. from the French
side, there is not only a g¢p-

to sacrifice Chicago for Ly- .
ons or New York for Paris. ©ral sense of grievance tha |
This is the root of the rrance, as compared witht !

French insistence upon hav. Oreat Britain, has bsen g
ing their own deterrent. nored. There is not only a*
They do not pretend to think firm conviction that Presi-
that they can deter attack dent Eisenhower broke his
anywhere except against promise to support France in
French cities. Rightly or Algeria, and instructed our
wrongly, the French intend delegation to abstain in the
to hawe under their own com- United Nations.

mand, not under the Ameri- /" There are also uglier irri-
can President's command,} tations of which I shall with
the nuclear power to destroy{ some discretion cite two ex-
two or three Soviet cities if } amples that I have verjfied.!
French cities are threatened. ¥ There is a specific ~case
_ I shall be very much aston- | where an American manu-
ished if the President can| facturer of missiles has been
a;:gl},;le. General d?f (f'la“lle out§ allowed to give to the Ger-
o is view, or if he can in- ihi

dtice him to alter it by any mans, but prohibited from .
device for a collective con-
trol of missiles by NATO . : : .
which leaves the ~ultimate technical information. *TH

- - kind of thing is poisonoug:t
%nn%te%tgf:tle:emswn mn the' Fn alliance, and there i¥]

] on to hope xthét, it and si
THIS IS the crux of the jcases are being studied
problem. But, of course, it is fwill be reformed.

not the whole problem.} . I y.!
. / 2 THE OTHER case is ver
There is the exceedingly im- delicate because it involved

portant French insistence SUST ¢
. e the CIA, which is so general-]
h - ’ s

that in great affairs through ly beleaguered. But  our

out the world — the Formosa : A

Strait, Indo-China, Iran, the {)ﬁpple 'l;ﬁve a right t(l’1 kn&w |

C  hnli is. e reason why
ongo, Cuba — policy should French Government has no

be made by French - British-
American agreement, and not really exculpated the CIA

i _ of encouraging the Algerian
g?;t:tse.:rally by the I‘I{Eted rebel generals is that it was

Though I-tried hard to x| already so angry with the.
derstand just what «this CIA for megl(}lmg in French
means, I am not sure 1 '&9{ mtprnal pol_ltlcs.. .The French -
I am not sure how much‘:it;‘f_ ~grievance J'ustlfled or npt.;
it is an appeal for consultad bas to do with recent Frerich
tion, which is so necessa . legislation for the Freni&i
and so desirable, and how\: Auclear weapon, and the di-~
much of it conceals the prin.| leged effort of CIA agents to
ciple of unanimous‘ agree- lpterfere Wlth that leglsla""
ment, that is to say the veto. tion. h
L . \  The President will need to
.IT IS TRUE that in thel ynow about thesge things be- |

field of political consultation, \ ¢, h :
the Kennedy Administration \&)E e goes to Faris.

secret—although non-nudiear
|
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giving to the French, highly {-
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